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America

The Director of the United States
Patent and Trademark Office

Has received an application for a patent for a
new and useful invention. The title and descrip-
tion of the invention are enclosed. The require-
ments of law have been complied with, and it
has been determined that a patent on the in-
vention shall be granted under the law.

Therefore, this

United States Patent

Grants to the person(s) having title to this patent
the right to exclude others from making, using,
{)ffwm(r for sale, or w!/uw the invention
r/m)wh()m the United States of America or im-
porting the invention into the United States of
America for the term set forth below, subject
to the pavment of maintenance fees as provided

by law.

If this application was filed prior to June 8,
1995, the term of this patent is the longer of
seventeen vears from the date of grant of this
patent or twenty vears from the em/zcsi effec-
tive US. filing date of the application, subject
to any statutory extension.

If this application was filed on or after June 8,
19935, the term of this patent is twenty years from
the U.S. filing date, subject to any statutory ex-
tension. If the application contains a specific
reference to an earlier filed application or ap-
plications under 35 US.C. 120, 121 or 365(c),
the term of the patent is twenty years from the
date on which the earliest app/z(,unm? was filed,
subject to any statutory extensions.

Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office




NOTICE

If the application for this patent was filed on or after December 12, 1980, maintenance fees
are due three vears and six months, seven vears and six months. and eleven vears and six
months after the date of this grant, or within a grace period of six months thereafier upon
pavment of a surcharge as provided by law. The amount, number of timing of the mainte-
nance fees required may be changed by law or regulation. Unless payment of the applicable
maintenance fee is received in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on or before
the date the fee is due or within a grace period of six months thereafier, the patent will
expire as of the end of such grace period.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. :6,821,315B2 Page | of 1
DATED : November 23, 2004
INVENTOR(S) : Ottavio Milli

Itis certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is
hereby corrected as shown below:

Column 6
Lines 30, 34, 39, 41, 50, 52, 55 and 58, change “claim 1” to -- claim 10 --.

Column 7
Lines 12, 15 and 18, and change “claim 1” to -- claim 10 --.

Column 8
Lines 6, 10, 12 and 14, change “claim 1" to -- claim 10 --.

Signed and Sealed this

Fourteenth Day of June, 2005

AW

JON W.DUDAS
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Olffice
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(57) ABSTRACT

Spray-painting apparatus and method in which provision is
made for: an inlet for the air under pressure; a heating unit
for the compressed air; an air drying/separation unit includ-
ing hollow-fiber membranes; adjustment of the heating of
the treated air; adjustment of the pressure of the treated air;
adjustment of either the dew point or the percentage ol
oxygen in the treated air in the case of hollow fiber mem-
branes for nitrogen scparation; and an outlet for the treated
air to be used as paint carrier fluid.
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